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Gods Tomorrow

Plot Synopsis

KATIE (POV) shows up late for her first day at a new job and meets her boss, RICK Goodall, in the elevator. He leads her to his office and they discuss the purpose of Ghost Targets - an FBI task force dedicated to tracking down the rare criminals who can evade the surveillance of the pervasive Hathor database. Rick comments on Katie's excellent performance as a detective with the New York Police Department, but Katie insists she's more interested in making a difference than just "connecting the dots." In response, Rick leads Katie to one of the agents' desks and shows her live footage (within Hathor) of the agent apprehending some clever hoodlums in Cincinnati. When Katie still seems unconvinced Rick decides to let her in on a more important case they're working, which involves an assassination threat against the president.

Rick explains that the assassination case was handed to them from the secret service, who were alerted to a voice recording containing the incriminating keywords at a certain restaurant last Thursday night, but on review they found that the offending language had been removed from the Hathor archive. That sort of database tampering (or "ghosting") is the main purview of the Ghost Targets team, and Rick shows Katie the various recordings they have access to - all of which have been ghosted. As she tries to comprehend how to do her job without the resources of Hathor, Rick assures her she'll learn the tricks of the trade in due time. A break in the case draws him away, though. Just before he dismisses her, he assigns her a murder case from Arkansas to practice on.

The victim, Katie learns, is a young woman who worked for a matchmaking database service out of Little Rock. Katie investigates the victim using her normal methods - she checks the victim's medical history, relationships, financial status, and other recorded data - but quickly realizes everything she's finding in the database is suspect. At lunch with the rest of the team, she breaks in to ask Rick for more guidance, but he tells her the secret service case takes precedence. He assures her he'll train her personally once he has the time, though. In the afternoon she finally watches the footage of the victim being killed. It's all in Hathor - the doors downstairs opening, the murderer's ride up in the elevator, the ding as they open on Miss Linson's otherwise abandoned office floor. The killer is invisible, though, removed from the record.

That evening Katie leaves work frustrated. Still her first day in a new town, she contacts a database service to rent an apartment for her and takes a taxi to her new home. On the way she places a call to her dad and leaves him a detailed message describing her day. When she gets to work the next day, she finds Rick still too busy to help her out, so she gets his permission to spend the next day back in Brooklyn, testifying on a case she'd left unresolved. He quickly agrees, praising her for her dedication, but then he's gone again. Katie returns to her case, pulling up the murder in Hathor again, but the event she'd witnessed the night before is now hidden behind an unusual blackout. Katie puzzles over it, but she doesn't know enough about the technology to figure out what's going on.

The next morning Katie wakes up early to take a private car down to New York. She arrives just in time to give her testimony to a judge in chambers, during which she defends the Jurisprudence system and describes in precise detail how it tracks crimes and establishes confidence scores against suspects. The suspect in her case is clearly guilty, and she demonstrates so effectively that the judge immediately rejects the defendant's appeal. As they're leaving the courthouse, the prosecutor - who is also a friend - asks Katie to join her for lunch. Afterward, Katie sticks around and spends the afternoon discussing her baffling case with the prosecutor. When she's done, the prosecutor recommends bringing in an outside source. She explains that she read about this guy in Newsweek, a man who goes by the name of "GHOSTER" and works for a company called Database Archive Management, Inc. He does high-level ghosting work, and would probably be able to tell her what's going on. Their conversation triggers an alarm, and he breaks in asking why a Federal Agent with Ghost Targets is discussing him.

Katie describes the blackout to Ghoster, and he's fascinated. He agrees to meet with her in D. C. She shows up at work the next morning with newfound confidence, but when Ghoster shows up Rick throws a fit. Katie explains that Ghoster has agreed to consult with her for free, but that doesn't do anything to calm her boss, who feels like Ghoster's presence there undermines the entire team. He admonishes Katie in front of the entire task force, and she chases Ghoster out. She's humiliated by the incident, though, and when she leaves for lunch, she decides not to go back. She goes home instead, and finds Ghoster waiting for her there.

Katie unleashes some of her frustration on him, but Ghoster quietly explains he's been investigating the blackout and he thought she would want to know what he'd learned. He explains it to her, confirms that it's growing (and that it's bad). He also says she won't find anybody to help her, not even if her coworkers had the time. There's only two people alive who know more about Hathor than he does, he says, and neither of them is available for consultation. She says, "I guess Miss Linson's death is going to go unpunished, then," and Ghoster responds with shock when he hears the victim's name. David Linson is one of the two people he'd mentioned - the two original creators of the Hathor database - although these days David's going by the alias MARTIN Door.

Katie already has permission to travel to Little Rock to meet with Linson's family. She decides to use the opportunity to find out more about Martin Door. Ghoster goes with her, anxious to meet up with Martin again. On the plane, he tells Katie a little of what to expect, discussing his relationship with Martin and his collaborator Velez. When he's not lecturing her about Hathor's history, Katie spends her time trying to track Martin down using Hathor, something she's particularly good at, but she has no luck. From the record he appears to be in Buenos Aires, but as Katie looks closer she can't find him there. Ghoster finally explains to her that, as one of the creators of Hathor, Martin has special safeguards in place that generate artificial copies of him in remote places to completely conceal his real whereabouts. He finally convinces her she's wasting her time looking for him.

They arrive in Little Rock and visit the scene of the crime - the victim's workplace - and Katie interviews the boss while Ghoster inspects the recording hardware to see if any of the lost data can be salvaged. Katie learns from her interview that the victim was Martin's niece (not a romantic connection, as Ghoster had suspected). She also finds out that Martin's family had thought him dead, for all of the fifteen years he's been going by that alias. That makes the family seem like a dead end, and when Katie meets back up with Ghoster he only has worse news. The recorders are perpetuating the blackout in Hathor, so there's no archive available, and they're forcing the bad information directly into the database. He tells Katie he has to contact Hathor immediately so their technicians can address the problem, or else the whole system could come crashing down. He heads to the airport, leaving Katie feeling hopeless.

Katie falls back on her police training and goes ahead with her plan to interview the family. She meets with Martin's brother, the victim's dad, and she leaves that interview thoroughly convinced that this man believes his brother is dead. The interview evokes a strong emotional reaction, and he finally kicks her out so that he can compose himself before his daughter's funeral. Katie grabs some lunch and sits in her car reviewing her notes, but she can't find a good lead. She finally decides to check out the funeral and then give up. At the cemetery she spots Martin, though, spying on the proceedings from a distance. She sneaks up on him and apprehends him, but at the last moment he manages to hijack her car and send her speeding off to the airport without him. She establishes a voice connection with him, though, pleads with him to help her out for the sake of his niece. He finally agrees, and they board a plane back to D. C. so he can see what the blackout looks like at her office.

They arrive back in D. C. late, but head to the office anyway. They discuss the case as Katie leads Martin to her desk, but after a moment inside the office, Martin says, "Oh no." He rushes to the doors, but finds them locked. Katie commands the receptionist to open them, but the system doesn't respond. They're trapped, and Martin quickly convinces Katie it's intentional. He voicecodes some instructions to Hathor, to figure out what's going on, and in the process he taps into Rick's audio stream. Martin asks Katie if she brought him here to capture him, and when she says no he tells her, "Good news for me, but bad for you." He reveals that Rick and his men are speeding to the office to apprehend them, and they're behaving as though Katie is as much a suspect as Martin is.

He instructs Hathor to reroute the cars currently headed to the FBI building, but then he starts getting panicky. Katie finally calms him down and engineers an escape through the fire escape just as Rick bursts into the office. They flee the scene and stop in a busy subway station where Martin tells Katie he's not willing to meet with Rick anymore. He tells her to lay low for a few hours, then contact Rick and work stuff out. Meanwhile, he plans to disappear and research Janeane's murder on his own. Before he can do that, though, Rick shows up and shoots at them, so Martin and Katie flee onto a train car which pulls out of the station with Rick chasing along beside.

Martin tells Katie he'll be able to fix the damage to her reputation (knowing he's responsible), but it will take some time so for now they need to hide from Rick. They switch trains to throw Rick off the scent while Martin works his magic, but he finally admits he doesn't have a lot of resources for ghosting Katie. All his own defenses were written into the Hathor kernel decades ago. Instead, they go low-tech. Katie goes silent while Martin purchases some new clothes for her and gets her a haircut and dye at a busy Union Station. Katie changes, and Martin arranges to ship her gun, headset, handheld, and Hippocrates watch back to her apartment - all items that constantly report identity and location back to the database. He also instructs her not to speak aloud at all. Once that's taken care of, they get on a train out of town, to put some distance between them and Rick.

On the train, Martin finally has a chance to look at the blackout Katie discovered, and then he digs into the recorder codebase to see if he can fix it. Within the code, he finds a file that only Velez has access to. Martin realizes that everything that made him a suspect points just as strongly at Velez, and he flies into a rage. He tells Katie taht Velez has been trying to contact him for months, trying to bring him in on a project that Martin had no intention of working on. Velez is a madman, Martin says, and he probably killed Martin's niece to coerce him into helping out. Katie asks Martin what he plans to do about it, and he says he's going to find Velez and kill him.

They try to track Velez down without tipping their hand (the way Katie did to Ghoster and Martin). Everything Martin does just points back to the doppelgangers in Buenos Aires. Then Katie suggests that he call him. Since Velez wants Martin's help, he accepts the call right away. Martin offers to come do the favor that Velez asked for, but Velez seems uncertain now. At Katie's suggestion, Martin records the entire audio stream, then has Hathor pick out the voiceprint on someone else in the background. They go through three people, all of whom show as being in Buenos Aires. Martin expresses his frustration that Velez can cover his tracks so well, but Katie, listening in on the audio stream, says she thinks Velez really is in Buenos Aires.

In Buenos Aires, Martin and Katie plan to stakeout the market Velez visits daily, but Velez immediately seizes control of their taxi and routes them to his home, which appears to be a basement apartment underneath an electronics store. Just inside the door, they discover that the place is a massive underground bunker, with recorders everywhere. Velez reveals that he knows who Katie is and what they're up to, but he shows no fear or remorse. He takes the opportunity to point out armed security cameras throughout his little bunker that are capable of targeting with remarkable precision, and Katie and Martin recognize the threat.

Still pretending he's there to help out, Martin asks Velez what he's up to. Velez reveals that he's trying to bring down Hathor, because it has become too powerful. Martin is astonished, because he thought Velez had been secretly running the company. Velez, likewise, thought Martin was in charge. Their confusion descends into worn-out arguments, until Martin finally breaks down and accuses Velez of killing Janeane. Velez only laughs, and says the girl poked her nose where it didn't belong. Martin takes a swing at him, but Velez easily dodges it and puts the other man in a painful hold. Katie moves in to pull them apart, and restrains Velez in the process. She growls, "You're under arrest. We'll get this sorted out in D. C." but Velez simply commands his security system to wound the girl, and one of the cameras fires a pellet that rips up her left calf.

Velez locks Katie and Martin up in a back room. Katie tries calling for help, because of all the cameras, but Velez comes in and explains that she's wasting her time. His system is entirely isolated from Hathor. His comments draw Martin into a technical conversation, and suddenly they're talking like old college buddies working on a project. Velez tells him that Hathor is broken. It's too hungry, and it's destroying peoples' privacy. He found a way to blind Hathor with a denial of service attack (the blackout Katie found), and he's just trying to find the right way and the right time to implement it fully. He mentions casually that he tested it out on Janeane's death out of convenience. At that Martin finally gets angry at Velez again, but he's restrained and can't do anything. Velez shakes off Martin's accusations, and says he didn't kill the girl - he doesn't like killing people - but since she was dead anyway, he took advantage of an opportunity. He leaves, with Martin ready to kill him.

Katie comes up with a plan to use Martin's special security protocols to get a message to Ghost Targets. She implements it, but partway through the process Velez notices it on the camera and comes in to shoot her again. She goes down, and Velez hits her with a baseball bat to knock her unconscious. She wakes up sometime later to a pounding on the outer door. She drags herself into position to see Rick Goodall burst through the door. Martin is sitting in a chair in the other room, his hands bound behind him and bruises on his face, with black eyes. Velez has obviously been trying to beat an answer out of him. When Rick confronts Velez, it quickly becomes clear that he's not there to arrest him, but that Velez summoned him. Velez points to Rick and tells Martin, "This is your guy. Rick Goodall killed you niece."

Rick draws his gun on Velez, but Velez turns his back on him and waves dismissively, commanding his security system to deal with Rick. Three cameras fire on Rick, and his head explodes. Velez bends over his keyboard, typing some notes to himself, and says absently to Martin, "There, are you happy now? Will you help me now?"

Martin sees Katie hiding nearby, and agrees to help Velez in an effort to distract him. While he does that, Katie moves into the room and grabs Rick's gun from where it fell on the floor. She takes out the cameras before Velez can give the order to fire on her, but Velez uses Martin as a human shield and makes his way toward the exit. Just then Rick's second-in-command, REED, breaks in with a handful of local police, responding to Katie's rescue plan. They apprehend Velez and rush an ambulance out to help Katie. Reed takes a moment to compliment Katie on her level-headedness, but the paramedics quickly cart her away.

When Katie wakes up in the hospital following two surgeries, Martin comes to visit her. He's wearing handcuffs and Katie notices a guard waiting outside her door. She tells Martin she'll take care of him, that he won't be a prisoner, but Martin shrugs and says, "Don't worry about it." He retrieves his handheld and headset from Katie's bedside table, and taps out a command to Hathor that makes the cuffs click open. He leans down and says, "Velez was right, though. You know that, don't you? This system, the way it is...it's bloodthirsty." She objects, but he won't listen. "Something has to be done. I have Velez's code." Katie tells him to wait for her to come of her next surgery, and they can fly back to D. C. together, but he shakes his head. "Don't bother looking for me, Katie. I have work to do. I can see that now." He slips the handheld into his pocket and turns away, as the guard outside runs off to deal with a manufactured emergency. Before he leaves he says, "But don't worry. I'll be in touch." 
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