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Sleeping Kings: Golden Age

Plot Synopsis

When a twenty-something prankster from Chicago dies mysteriously, he leaves behind a dark inside joke. His legacy is a militant corruption of Islam—an ideology that is a caricature of a religion—but a reporter bent on finding a juicy story drums it up into a nationwide movement. Thus Hiz'ammat is born, American Islam, the cult that brings down our democracy.

The government sees a threat in the fad religion, and seeks to stop it, but the government's excessive actions only encourage its spread. When a Hiz'ammat protestor is shot during a presidential address, homegrown terrorists take advantage of the riots that follow to launch a string of attacks across the country that sends the government spiraling out of control.

Sleeping Kings, a series of four novels, is the story of five college friends—Adam, Nate, Dave, Josh, and Sarah—who come together in the first days of the riots, who watch on TV as the troubles begin, and then become heroes and legends as they try to survive the dark times that follow.

The first volume in the series, Golden Age tells the story of the beginning of the troubles. Before the first shot is fired, Adam, the most philosophical of the group, recognizes the culture war at the boiling point, and makes a trip back home to visit some old buddies and warn them about the chaos he foresees in the days ahead.

His friend Sarah is a nurse in Saint Louis, and when a member of the National Guard shoots a protestor at a presidential address nearby, the injured kid is brought to her clinic for emergency aid. She does what she can, but the wound is fatal. Shaken up by her experience, she takes a week’s vacation and heads to Oklahoma City to join Adam in his visit, and reconnect with Nate and Dave.

The last member of the group, Josh is a young marine on honor guard duty at a convention in Chicago. When he hears that the gang is getting back together, he finishes his stint at the convention and then requests some leave and heads south to join up with his friends.

As a result, they’re all five together in Nate and Dave’s cramped apartment when the riots in Saint Louis make the news. Soon after, similar events in other cities around the nation are interrupted by explosions, as saboteurs take advantage of the chaos to cripple seaports and important substations on the electrical grid. Angry protests turn to panic, and in less than a week the strategic bombings progress to power plants and oil refineries, threatening the nation’s infrastructure.

The group of friends watch the nation’s descent into chaos on CNN, but when Dave—a publicist and speechwriter for the governor—is called on to meet the governor at a news station, they are thrust into the heart of the conflict. Intent on providing a calming address to the people of the state, the governor is waiting in the lobby of a major news studio when a young cultist detonates a massive improvised explosive outside. Dave and his friends arrive just in time to see the explosion, and Dave rushes into the fiery shell of the building to drag out the injured governor.

In desperation, they search for an emergency room to take care of him, but similar bombings across town have inundated the city’s health services, and the governor is in too grave a condition to warrant a bed. Finally, they take him to the local air force base, and deliver him to the clinic there.

While there, they are mistaken for representatives of the governor’s office, and brought into a situation report. When Nate hears the grim future that those in power expect for his hometown, he is stirred to action. He compels Dave to make the governor’s speech—a calming and hopeful message for the people of the state—and together they seek out a media outlet that hasn’t been targeted by the local cultists.

They find a radio station still operating in an office tower downtown, and while Dave is trying to convince the DJ there to air his address, Nate recognizes the bomber from the TV studio earlier that day. He and Josh set off in pursuit of the bomber, and find a van packed with explosive that has been driven into the tower. 

Sarah attempts to evacuate the building, Dave risks death to record the message of hope, and Josh chases down the bomber on foot, tackling him in the building’s parking lot.  Meanwhile, Nate climbs into the crashed van and personally drives it out of the building and safely away before it explodes. 

With the disaster averted, the governor’s message brings some order and sanity back to the city, and it is able to escape the worst of the calamity that strikes the rest of the nation in the following years.
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