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Taming Fire

Plot Synopsis

Dragonprince (a series of three novels) is the story of humanity's struggle against a wave of Chaos that threatens to wash civilization into history when the dragons begin waking—a massive swarm of monsters capable of overwhelming the world of man.  A single hero makes himself a dragon slayer, bonds a dragon to serve him and finally creates a place of defense where humanity can weather the terrible years to come.

In Taming Fire, the first volume in the series, the king has abandoned the massive and powerful armies of old in favor of the might of wizards. Now that the dragons are waking, one man sees this decision as folly because the wizards' magic cannot touch the dragons.  CLAIGHAN, a wizard and one of the Masters of the Academy of Wizardry, alone understands the terrible danger facing the nation, and he believes the Academy must quickly train soldiers in the arts of magic, to offer some measure of defense. The other Masters are offended at the very suggestion, though, secure in their own abilities, so Claighan hatches a scheme to prove his point.

DAVEN (POV) is a poor shepherd, orphaned son of a disgraced thief, whose simple dream is to find respect and a true home. He has taught himself the art of swordplay in the hopes of joining the Royal Guard and earning acclaim. Young, determined, intelligent and alone, he possesses the perfect combination of traits to suit the wizard’s needs, so Claighan seeks him out to prove to a dubious Academy that his plan is not only possible, but necessary.

Unfortunately, a political uprising in the powerful Ardain region captures the king’s attention, and instead of lending royal support to the wizard’s wild scheme, the king accuses Claighan of treason.  Claighan and Daven flee the king’s wrath, and an ambush along the way sees Claighan sorely injured. The two barely survive to seek sanctuary in the walls of the Academy.

With Claighan disgraced and convalescing, Daven finds himself despised by the snobbish and aristocratic students of the Academy, and disregarded by the Masters—a problem that Claighan anticipated, but had hoped would be overcome by the king's patronage.  Instead the boy is now hunted by the king, dependent on the Academy’s sanctuary, so he stays in spite of the hostility.

Daven quickly runs afoul of the arrogant boy ARCHUS, worst among his antagonists there and apprentice to the vicious professor SERIPHENES.  Personally offended by Daven's presence at the Academy, Archus attempts to drive him away through shame or malice. But only when Daven realizes just how much his failure at the Academy disgraces the weakened Claighan does he finally decide to run.

Before he can leave, one of the Masters discovers a dragon hunting in the nearby forest, and they send the students to bring it down, intending to prove Claighan a fool.  Their plan backfires when the boys are slaughtered, including Archus who has been assigned to protect Daven.  Daven survives by fighting with his sword instead of magic, and accidentally bonds himself to the dragon during the struggle. The bond prevents the dragon from murdering Daven directly, so instead the beast drops him into the sea.

The same bond gives Daven unnatural strength, though, and he survives the incredible fall. His body is broken, but he survives.  He washes ashore where a destitute fisherman, Joseph, finds him and nurses him back to health.  

In his weakness, Daven finally finds the power to work magic. When he fully recovers, Daven abandons Claighan's failed plans and chooses to pursue his lifelong dream of joining the Royal Guard.  He sets out across the plains, hoping to help put down the rebellion in the region.  When he finally finds a Guard encampment, though, the king's men mistake him for a spy and he only barely escapes imprisonment.

In his flight, Daven stumbles across a young woman beset by a band of rebels.  Through magic and physical prowess he rescues her. Amazed by his ability, she tells him of her besieged hometown and begs him to help where the army has refused.  While he is searching for some way to do what she has asked of him, Daven stumbles across the dragon to which he is bound.  It is weak and injured, and a band of angry villagers have come to finish it off.  Against his own reason, and unknowingly compelled by the bond, Daven rescues the beast and drives off the mob.  In gratitude, the dragon helps him chase the rebel army away from the girl’s hometown.

The dragon then considers its obligation paid, and so says goodbye to the boy.  Daven brings the grateful Isabelle back to her home, where he is hailed as the town's triumphal savior. Isabelle’s father, the baron and local lord, honors Daven and welcomes him into his family. The people adore him, too, and soon he and Isabelle are engaged. At last, Daven finds a home and the respect he has always wanted.
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